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New construction in the UEL: there is a better way

Water Woes in the UEL
By Bannister  Bergen

My wife and I moved to the UEL eight 
years ago and quickly agreed that Little 
Australia was the neighborhood in which 
we wanted to raise our family. I’m proud 
to say we now have a four-year old son 
and will soon welcome two more boys, 
twins due in April. 

To accommodate our growing family, we 
decided to build our dream house on 
the corner of Wycliffe and Tasmania: a 
long and arduous undertaking that was 
completed in late 2015. You can imagine 
our surprise upon moving in to discov-
er that our tap water was yellow, which 
gradually turned orange, then brown. 
Some basic investigating revealed the 
culprit to be an old cast iron water main 
which the community had been com-
plaining about for over a year.

Over the following months our new 
fixtures became increasingly stained 
(toilets, bathtubs, sinks, etc.), some of our 
clothes and linens became permanently 
damaged by iron residue, and bathing 
in water resembling iced tea became 
commonplace. Awkwardly, we grew 
accustomed to explaining to friends and 
family that we do, in fact, flush the 

toilets in our home. What visitors saw 
in the bowl was simply the colour of our 
water. This might have been funny had 
it not been so revolting.

While property damage of newly- 
purchased items may seem insignificant 
to some in the UEL Administration, 
imagine bathing your four-year old in a 

pool of opaque orange water, while he 
scrapes handfuls of iron sludge off the 
surface. Imagine your pregnant wife 
drying herself off and finding the towel 
stained with brown streaks wiped from 
her own skin with a residue that 
resembled tanning bronzer.  

We all know the scenario: a “For Sale” 
sign appears on the lawn of yet another 
lovely character home and in very quick 
order, the house is sold. Almost imme-
diately, white surveyor’s pegs appear at 
the corners of the property lines, followed 
by a large white placard announcing that 
a development permit has been requested.

Occasionally, nobody notices. But more 
often than not, news of an upcoming 
demolition spreads quickly; in due 
course, letters of protest outlining how 
the proposed construction will adverse-
ly affect the neighbourhood are deliv-
ered to the UEL Admin office. The 
Manager makes a decision, somebody 
appeals, and a new decision is rendered 
from Victoria. In sum: an infernal 
process which no one ever truly wins.

These arguments reflect an essential but 
often overlooked element of urban life: 
that like it or not, we all have neigh-
bours who are affected by what we 

choose to build.

The challenge, of course, is to determine 
how best to design a home that reflects a 
property owner’s personal taste that 
refrains from imposing that taste on 
one’s neighbours. An impossible task for 
most people, perhaps, but not all.

Enter James and Claudia (not their real 
names). One of the reasons the couple – 
who wish to remain anonymous – chose 
to purchase in the UEL was on account 
of the neighbourhood, the feeling of 
cohesiveness they felt when first looking 
at the area. While they searched for a 
good-sized property with the potential 
to build a large home, they recognised 
that the context of their future home 
was important, too. This meant thinking 
of intangibles such as fostering good 
relations with future neighbours and 
planning the potentially risky step of 
inviting feedback on their design for a 
new home.

Shortly after taking possession of their 
property last August, the couple made 
good on their intentions. First, they 
hand-delivered letters introducing 
themselves, their children and their dogs 
to a large number of neighbours. Next, 
they invited these neighbours to meet the 
team responsible for planning their new 
home – Emily Glasbey, Patrick Warren, 
and Frits de Vries from Frits de Vries 
Architecture and Daryl Tyacke from ETA 
Landscape Architects – and to view the 
plans themselves. Comments – either 
verbally or in writing – were welcomed.

It will be some time yet before work 
begins in earnest on James and  
Claudia’s new house. But in the mean-
time, they’re building bridges among 
those who will one day welcome them 
to the neighbourhood.

EVENTS:
CAC Regular Meeting
Monday, 21 March 2016 – 6:00pm

CAC Regular Meeting
Monday, 18 April 2016 – 6:00pm
All CAC meetings will be held at 
the U Hill Community Space
Suite 300, 5755 Dalhousie Rd – above 
Starbucks, University Village

Save the Date!
Emergency Preparedness
Saturday, 7 May 2016 – 10am – 2pm 
Location: Jamie Everett Memorial Park 
(Dalhousie Rd, Allison Rd & University Blvd).
Drop by between10 am – 2pm and talk to 
safety experts, see exhibits, demos and 
participate in an activity. More informa-
tion on page 6.

UEL社区委员会议 ，欢迎住户 共同 
参与
时间 : 每月第三 個周一晚上 六時 正
地点 : University Village 星巴克 正上
方 三楼

UEL社区防灾日活动 ，专家 教您
如何万全准备应对天灾
时间 : 五月七日 (周六 ) 上午十时 至下
午二时
地点 : University Blvd 与 Alison Rd 交
叉口公园绿地
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Jean-François Caron is a member of the 
Community Advisory Council (CAC) 
and Advisory Design Panel (ADP) and 
has represented the residents of Area D 
(multi-family housing) on com-
munity and development 
issues. Unfortunately for 
the community, he has 
accepted a position with 
the University of Hous-
ton in Texas and will be 
moving there shortly. We now 
need to fill his capable shoes 
and so are looking for 
candidates for both the 
CAC and ADP. This 
could be a single 
person taking on 
both roles or 
two people 
taking on 
individual 
roles. The 
person 
taking on 
either role 
must reside in 
Area D.

The CAC meets once a month through-
out the year and provides advice to the 
UEL Manager on a wide variety of 

community topics. Additional Commit-
tee work is sometimes required but this 
is not very time consuming.

The ADP meets as required, possi-
bly three or four times 

per year for each 
area. The purpose 
of the ADP is to 
provide advice to 

the UEL Manager on 
developments within 
the UEL. Area repre-
sentatives are only 
allowed to advise on 
developments within 
their own area. With 
the Block F develop-

ment coming soon, the 
Area D representative will 
be called upon to provide 
comment on a wide variety of 

aspects of this development.

If either, or both of these positions are 
of interest to you, or you require more 
information, please send an email to 
council@uelcommunity.com. 

Please note: you have to live in Area D 
in order to apply. Your community 
really does need your input.

Your Community 
Needs You!
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Welcome to new UEL Admin staff
The University Endowment Lands (UEL) Administration Office has a new 
Corporate Administrative Officer. Her name is Lori Foster.

Lori spent the last 2.5 years working for Islands Trust under the same 
provincial ministry as the UEL – Community, Sport and Cultural 
Development. Lori has occupied many roles in her career; from 
hospitality and service, real estate sales, early childhood education, to 
administrative professional. Lori is eager to assist and looks forward to 
contributing to the UEL office. Drop by during regular office hours and 
say “hello.”

Changes to the Advisory Design Panel
In February, the UEL Advisory Development Council (ADP) bid adieu to four of its 
members: architects John Keen and Eric Stein and landscape architects, Donna 
Rodman and Hanako Amaya. The CAC would like to thank them for their 
guidance in the review of several difficult and contested residential development 
permits, and publicly acknowledge their exceptional contribution to the prelimi-
nary review of the Block F design guidelines and Public Works Bylaw delibera-
tions. On behalf of all our community, thank you!

“It seems that just as professional members begin to understand the UEL’s unique 
culture, bylaws and guidelines, they are obliged to move on due to their limited 
terms,” laments Dave Forsyth, CAC president. “It truly is a shame because so 
much institutional memory is lost and we were just getting started on Block F 
deliberations.” 

The ADP includes six representatives from three professional associations who 
serve for a one-time, two-year term. In February, architects, David Eaton and 
Jason King and landscape architects, Nancy Paul and Saba Farmand were 
welcomed as new ADP members.

David Eaton, principal of David Eaton Architects, brings over 30 years of 
extensive experience in Canada developing custom homes, commercial projects 
and multi-use developments. Jason King, principal of Jason King Architects, has 
over 20 years of international design experience. He has received numerous 
awards for his contemporary designs and has taught architecture at UBC as well 
as Harvard, Pratt and Columbia universities. 

Nancy Paul brings 20 years of experience as a landscape architect and previ-
ously served on North Vancouver’s Advisory Design Panel. She is currently an 
instructor at UBC’s Continuing Studies Pacific Northwest Gardening Design 
certificate program.

Saba Farmand has practiced landscape architecture for four years and is 
currently with Durante Kruek, Ltd. He has been involved in a variety of mixed-use 
commercial projects as well as single and multifamily home developments. Correction: 

The Cub Reporters in our Nov/2015 issue were incorrectly identified. The names should 
have read as follows: Coco, Danika, Kiernan, and Frank. Our apologies for any confusion.

Five months ago Maria Harris (Metro 
Vancouver Area Director), Bill Holmes 
(Maria’s alternate), Ron Pears (UEL 
Governance Committee Chair) and I 
met with Minister Fassbender to discuss 
the incorporation study that the Com-
munity Advisory Council (CAC) had 
requested over two years ago.

We met to convey our dissatisfaction 
with three areas of the process:

1) The lack of progress: it has been over 
two years since the CAC requested the 
incorporation study. Under normal 
circumstances the study would be well 
underway but not in the UEL. 

2) The complete lack of communication: not 
a single piece of information has been 
shared with the CAC or the Metro 
Vancouver Director since this study was 
requested. The Community has had to 
resort to freedom of information (also 
known as “FOI”) requests but these have 
been returned so heavily redacted as to 
make them utterly useless.

3) The lack of dialogue: apart from an 
initial meeting with the previous 
Minister shortly after the request was 
made, not a single member of the 
Ministry has met with any member of 
the Community to discuss anything 
related to governance or incorporation.

At our meeting last autumn, the current 
Minster admitted that the process had 
been handled badly and promised to 
improve communication and to engage 
in dialogue with the community. Those 
promises were made five months ago 
and still, nothing has changed. No 
communication, no dialogue.

At the end of February the CAC was 
finally contacted by Ministry staff and a 
date for a new meeting has been set. So 
far we have not received a detailed 
agenda but the intent is to once again 
discuss the incorporation study. I`m 
hopeful, but not optimistic as to the 
outcome.

Dave Forsyth – President UEL CAC

UEL Incorporation Study – still waiting
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Now imagine being told by your water provider that 
the water is completely “safe,” that it is purely an “aesthetic 
issue,” and that any problems you are experiencing as a 
result of the tainted water are yours alone. 

Would it surprise you to learn that this is exactly what 
we and the other residents of Area C were told by the 
UEL Administration Office?

I am somewhat relieved to report that construction to 
replace the offending water main began the week of 
February 22, 2016 – more than a year after the prob-
lem was first reported. 

But this light on the horizon does not forgive the lack of 
action on behalf of the UEL Administration. Nor does it 
explain the UEL’s inadequate communication over the 
past year, excepting an E-mail from November 4, which 
stated that “The colouration in water is not a drinking 
water quality issue. It is an aesthetic issue… Water 
throughout the UEL is safe for human consumption.” 

When next we heard from the UEL, it was only in reply 
to a letter from David Eby, MLA, Vancouver Point Grey, 
who had inquired on our behalf as our additional 
inquiries had gone ignored. Again the “aesthetic” point 
was repeated, concluding that this had “been previous-
ly communicated to UEL residents and to the Commu-
nity Advisory Council,” as if this were justification for 
ignoring repeated verbal and written inquiries from 
residents for updates or information. 

The fact is, we are unable to drink our tap water. We 
are not confident that it is safe for the development of a 
growing fetus, and it goes without saying that we 
would never bathe infants in it. Consequently, we have 
been forced to use store-bought water for months and 
have recently installed an (unwanted) full-house water 
filter so that we can drink and bathe without fear. Thus 
far, no level of government has been willing to discuss 
the issue of compensation or reimbursement for either 
these additional costs or the damage that has resulted 
from the tainted utility the UEL has been providing. 

While the UEL Administration would have its tax-paying 
residents believe that this is our choice (it being an 

“aesthetic” issue), I would like to point out that the 
UEL Manager himself appeared unwilling to drink the 
(allegedly) “safe” water when it was presented to him at 
the UEL CAC meeting on Feb 15th… admittedly he 
simply might not have been thirsty. 

Vancouver is consistently ranked as one of the most 
livable cities in the world and we are blessed to reside 
in one of the most desirable communities in the city. 
However, for over a year the residents of Chancellor 
Boulevard and Tasmania Crescent have been paying 
for a product, a public utility, and a vital human 
requirement that is contaminated and unfit for use. 
Furthermore, it is damaging property and possibly the 
health of ourselves and our children. 

The UEL Administration, and by extension, the 
provincial government, should be ashamed of the lack 
of communication that has been displayed in their 
inadequate handling of the issue. They must accept full 
financial responsibility for any hardships and damages 
associated with a problem that was entirely within 
their sole control to rectify at any time.

Water woes in the UEL
continued from page 01

by Dav id Eby,  MLA

For most people in British Columbia’s 
cities and towns, if they have a concern 
they want to raise with their local 
government they can walk down the 
street to city hall and participate in an 
open meeting. They might sit down 
with a city councilor or the mayor by 
appointment. 

That’s not the case for the UEL.

While there are many benefits to living 
in the UEL, most people recognize that 
quick and easy access to local govern-
ment is not one of them. But for about 
fifteen minutes each year, that closed 
access opens, ever so slightly. 

A parliamentary tradition called 
“estimates” takes place each year when 

opposition MLAs may ask questions of 
Ministers responsible for various 
portfolios specific questions about the 
budget. Because most of government is 
directly connected to the budget, this 
makes questions on just about anything 
fair game.

For fifteen minutes this spring, I can ask 
your questions or raise your concerns 
with your “Mayor”, the Minister for 
Community, Sport, and Cultural 
Development. 

If you’re concerned about your water, or 
you’re surprised basic infrastructure 
hasn’t been improved, or you wish the 
old firehall were a community centre, or 
there are too many vacant homes on 
your street, or you want local gover-
nance reform, or you want more staff in 

the UEL by 50%, I’ll continue my efforts 
to encourage the Minister to talk with 
UEL residents about how to fix local 
government to ensure you get good 
representation on the issues you’re 
concerned about. 

Until local government at the UEL is 
fixed, you can help me make the best 
possible use of these 15 minutes of 
accountability for your Mayor. E-mail 
your questions and concerns you’d like 
raised to me at david.eby.mla@leg.bc.ca 
or call my office at (604) 660-1297.

the UEL office for faster responses, 
please e-mail your question to me, or 
call it in to my office so I can ask the 
Minister on your behalf.

This year, your Mayor is Peter Fassbend-
er, an MLA from Surrey. While he has 
no connections to, and limited knowl-
edge of, our community, he is account-
able for the concerns you have related to 
your local government. I’ll be sure that 
the recording of the answer he gives is 
sent back to you so you at least know 
what your Mayor has to say.

Before Block F opens to 2,500 new 
residents, increasing the population of 

For fifteen minutes each year, you can ask questions of the UEL’s “mayor”

Tap water presented to UEL Manager at the Feb 15th 
CAC meeting.
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by Wil l  Preston,  Green Col lege

It’s 5:30 PM, and Riley Iwamoto has 48 
pizzas to bake. The 31-year-old MA 
student is standing in the kitchen at 
UBC’s Green College, 
overseeing a small army of 
students as they toss dough, 
chop chicken, and mash 
blackberries into sauce. 
Dinner is usually provided 
for the hundred-odd grad, 
law, and PhD students who 
call Green their home. But 
tonight is Wreck Cup, a 
friendly tournament with 
another grad campus, St. 
John’s. Upstairs, over 150 
students are facing off in 
ping pong, foosball, and 
artistic contests. And 
downstairs, Riley has 
volunteered to help feed 
them all.

But it’s not about the food
Green College is perched on the 
northwest edge of campus, the Museum 
of Anthropology to one side and Wreck 
Beach on the other. A rustic-looking 
collection of rooms clumped cozily 
around a central courtyard, Green is a 
wildly diverse intellectual hub. A public 
lecture series includes global warming 
activists and Supreme Court Justices. 
Dinner conversation (held in a cavern-
ous great hall whose arched timbers 
suggest a cathedral, or the hull of an 
overturned ship) ranges from Caravag-
gio to free will.

And then there are the residents. Riley, 
pizza maestro, is in the Urban Planning 
program. Lucy, spooning sauce onto the 
dough, is in Library Studies; Brie, waiting 
to whisk the food upstairs, Theoretical 
Physics. This assembly line is a perfect 
microcosm of Green: a smorgasbord of 
disciplines and interests, all working 
together as one.

Riley’s life has been a smorgasbord in 
itself. He’s worked in the food industry 
since 2008, when Cirque du Soleil hired 

him as a dishwasher. (Today he slings 
pizza at Corduroy, in Kits.) At Green, he 
helps manage the kitchen and tends a 
herb garden on the grounds – rosemary, 
parsley, chocolate mint. Meanwhile, his 

studies have swept from 
computer animation to 
architecture; he snowboards 
(“recklessly”); and he 
constructs tiny, intricate 
models. The one he shows 
me is a robot, dabbed in 
purples and whites, light and 
delicate as a butterfly wing.

His true passion, though, is 
Planning. He’s concerned 
about self-sufficiency, 
environmentalism, making 
cities less reliant on cars. 
Recently, he participated in a 
national competition to 
redesign a hellishly congest-

ed area of Atlanta, linking skyscrapers, 
fast-food joints, and a university across 
a twelve-lane highway. For him, these 
issues are about more than efficiency. 
They’re about connecting communities.

How talk bridges gaps
Green does the same thing with people. 
It bridges gaps between disciplines and 
cultures; students from Canada and the 
US live alongside those from Russia, 
Venezuela, Pakistan. Riley refers to it as 
“interdisciplinary crosspollination.” In 
North America, he says, people aren’t 
used to sharing space and resources. 
Living at Green not only exposes you to 
radically different people, but teaches 
you to organize a community with 
them. By living here, “we’re all getting 
training in planning.”

And so, downstairs in the kitchen, the 
great Green machine revs itself and gets 
ready to go. An Indian girl pours drinks 
with a New Yorker; an architecture 
student sings to herself as she lays 
toppings on the pies. And at the center 
of it all is Riley, moving like a dancer 
through the maelstrom, the pizza 
paddle light in his hands.

Pizza night in the Great Green Machine

The general  
public will have  
an opportunity  

to review and  
comment at a  
formal public  

meeting hosted  
by the UEL  

administration.

The rezoning of Block F is moving ahead, 
but slowly. The timing goals seem to be 
continually moving off into the future; 
this may be understandable taking into 
account the complexity of converting 
the Musqueam’s proposal for rezoning 
the 22-acre site into legal language and 
formal documents. 
Various agreements as 
well as a revision to the 
UEL zoning bylaw to 
create a specific zone for 
this property need to be 
prepared, reviewed and 
agreed to by both the 
BC Government and 
the Musqueam.

As well as zoning and 
technical agreements, 
the content of the rezoning proposal has 
to be reflected accurately in a set of 
Design Guideline that can be adminis-
tered by UEL staff when reviewing 
proposals for the development of each 
site. The Musqueam are not going to 
build the project themselves, but are 
planning to sell 99-year leases to 

individual developers. This is similar to 
the way UBC is developing the residential 
and commercial areas on campus. Each 
site will come with a set of definitions 
and limits concerning density, height, 
design issues, and so on.

Once the legal docu-
ments are completed 
and reviewed by the 
governments legal 
department in Victoria, 
they will be reviewed 
by the Community 
Advisory Council and 
the Advisory Design 
Panel. The general 
public will have an 
opportunity to review 
and comment at a 

formal public meeting hosted by the 
UEL administration.

The several years the rezoning process 
has taken to date has worked to the 
Musqueam’s advantage. In Vancouver’s 
heated real estate market the land is worth 
substantially more now than it was 
when the rezoning process first began. 

Block F rezoning  
now in legal drafting stage

One process,  
different perspectives

The neighbours
My husband and I had an excellent 
relationship with the elderly couple living 
in the home adjoining our back garden 
and we were very saddened by their 
deaths. Given this rapport, we were 
pleasantly surprised to receive James 
and Claudia’s letter: what a delight to 
think that we might once again share 
friendly ties with those on the other side 
of our back fence. That said, we had a 
few worries about the proposed plans 
that we decided to share with the 
architects; once again, we were very 
pleasantly surprised by the response.

We’ve now had two productive meetings 
with architects and property owners. In 
the first encounter, we articulated our 
concerns in detail; in the second, the 
architects explained how our worries 

would be addressed and mitigated. 
Throughout, we have been treated with 
courtesy and respect. We couldn’t have 
hoped for a more positive approach.

We feel incredibly fortunate that James 
and Claudia have been so sensitive to 
our concerns and we’re looking forward 
to having them as our neighbours.

The architects
By its nature architecture never sits in 
complete isolation. There is always some 
context, be it historical, natural, or 
simply the people walking down the 
street every day. In our work we are 
constantly balancing the personal 
desires of the clients with the impact the 
building will have on the natural and 
built environment. Fortunately our 
clients like their new homes to be well 
received in the neighbourhood.

We prepare design options throughout 
the process to understand what our 
clients’ preferences are. In the same 
process, design options can respond to 
neighbourhood objectives, or concerns 
from neighbours.

For this particular project we were lucky 
to have clients so happy to physically 
knock on doors and try to get to know 
their new neighbours as early as possi-
ble. We were also pleased that the 
existing community is so strong and 
that so many people took an active 
interest in what was happening in their 
area. The group presentation to the 
neighbours was an enjoyable experi-
ence, and it was inspiring to see how a 
neighbourhood is more than a group of 
buildings.

A sense of belonging to a distinct 
neighbourhood may result from an 
attractive streetscape, landscaped 
private gardens, and from the character 
of the built environment. Homes may 
have attractive building massing, 
interesting roofscapes and carefully 
selected materials. In every design we 
work hard to understand the existing 
character of the area and develop a 
sensitive and considered design in 
response to this.

One way to make the approval process 
more conducive to good neighbourhood 
relations would be if residents could 
articulate a shared vision for the future of 
their neighbourhood. From this, a 
municipal, or city planner could prepare 
neighbourhood design objectives. Objec-
tives that are clear, but not prescriptive 
would allow a variety of flexible design 
solutions. This, along with increased 
neighbour involvement during the 
design process, would result in homes 
which are liked by the community.

New construction in the UEL:  
there is a better way (continued from page 1)

Metro looks for new park service yard
Metro Vancouver needs a new service yard for Pacific Spirit Park. Since 1989 the service yard 
has been temporarily located adjacent to the UEL Works Yard at Acadia and Chancellor, but as 
the Province will not grant Metro a long-term lease on this site, the decision has been made to 
move elsewhere.

The new service yard will need to be at least 40,000 square feet, and will contain necessary 
facilities for park staff such as an office, lunchroom and restrooms, and house the vehicles, 
equipment and supplies that are used to directly run Pacific Spirit Park. The park service yard 
will include a storage area for tools and equipment to support volunteer park stewardship 
projects. There are over 60 volunteer work parties a year that help staff control noxious 
invaders like English Ivy, holly, and English laurel.

Work is now underway to identify possible locations and make a choice. Metro Vancouver staff 
are looking at sites that were disturbed before the Park was created in 1989, including a 
location where the horse stables were located in the 1960s and another where soil excavated 
in the early 1970s for UBC’s underground Sedgewick Library was placed.

At an appropriate time, Metro Parks will be holding a public information session to present their 
ideas to the public and solicit feedback.

Pacific Spirit Park, which falls within UEL boundaries, is the largest park run by Metro Vancouver 
with 2 million visitors per year walking its 73 kilometers of trails. Some of the most enthusiastic 
and frequent users of the Park are residents of the University Hill community.
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WHAT ARE THE RISKS?

Drop by this event between10 am – 2pm and talk to safety experts, see exhibits, demos and 
participate in an activity. Be informed, be ready.
大温地区位于地震高危险带，

省政府预计强烈地震将带来严

重伤亡､水电瓦斯持续中断的

情况°温西地质又属砂质土

壤，居民应特别重视防灾预

备，包括逃生路线规划，熟悉

水电瓦斯总开关设置处，以及

在家中､车内､工作场所准备好

防灾逃生包°灾害来时请勿惊

慌，按照您的逃生规划行动; 

使用收音机接收防灾中心的指

示; 关闭瓦斯总开关和电器品; 

使用手电筒､勿开灯或使用打

火机; 检查是否有易燃液体 (

酒精､漂白水､汽油) 泼洒外漏

°同时协助伤者做急救处理，

并做好余震或其它后续灾害来

袭的心理准备°
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Did you feel the tremor on December 29? What 
crossed your mind in that instant? Did you feel 
prepared? Like most of us, I take the risk of a major 
earthquake seriously, but I also know I can – and 
should – do more to be prepared.

Emergency planning and preparedness in our commu-
nity is a shared responsibility. Metro Vancouver is the 
legal local authority for emergency planning and 
response; the University Endowment Lands Adminis-
tration and Community Advisory Council are central 
to community efforts; and each household should be 
prepared to take care of themselves for a minimum of 
72 hours.

Coming up with a list of what you need to be self-suffi-
cient for 72 hours can be daunting (think: cell phone 
battery packs, medication, pet food). Many resources 
are already out there to help you get prepared. For 
example, the University Neighbourhoods Association 
has an emergency preparedness page on their website: 
go to www.myuna.ca and, under Residential Services, 
select Emergency Preparedness. You can buy ready-
made emergency preparedness kits, but no kit is 
personalized for your family’s needs. It’s important to 
educate yourself and stock up on the right supplies. 

That’s the goal of the May 7th UEL Community Safety 
and Emergency Planning Day: to provide residents 
with the information and tools they need to be pre-
pared for an emergency. The idea for this day started 
with a recognition by the Community Advisory 
Council that UEL residents are in a unique community 
and need to understand what to do and who to call in 
an emergency. 

In late 2015, the Community Advisory Council (CAC) 
created a committee to help UEL residents be prepared 
in the event of an emergency. I have the pleasure of 
serving on the Emergency Planning Committee that 
includes UEL Administration, a CAC member, Metro 
Vancouver staff, a UBC student, as well as the editor of 
this newspaper. This is truly a coordinated effort.

From showing you what to put into an emergency 
preparedness kit to teaching you how to use a fire 
extinguisher, the UEL Community Safety and Emer-
gency Planning Day promises to be a fun way to get 
our community prepared. I look forward to seeing you 
all on May 7. Let’s get prepared!

Are You Ready for an 
Emergency?
by Maria  Harr i s ,  
Elec toral  Area A Director,  Metro  Vancouver

MAKE AN EMERGENCY PLAN BEFORE DISASTER STRIKES 
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Emergency Kit Checklist
You can easily create your own emergency kit by including some essential items. Be sure to include 
enough for everyone that lives with you!

Generic pre-prepared kits are also available and many large retailers such as Canadian Tire and 
Costco, but they will still need to be “personalized” with items specific to YOUR needs!

Know the risks
Fact: the Metro Vancouver 
region is at high risk of a very 
strong earthquake.

Fact: the Point Grey peninsula 
is largely composed of sandy 
soils likely to shake violently 
during a major earthquake.

Fact: UEL residents should 
expect to be without power, gas 
and water for an extended 
period following a strong 
earthquake.

Fact: The Province of BC 
estimates that a significant 
earthquake could result in:
- 10,000 deaths
- 50,000 serious injuries
- 500,000 homeless

So what are you 
waiting for?
1)  Make an emergency plan 

that includes:
-  escape routes from your 

home and a designated 
meeting place

-  locations of electricity, water, 
and gas shutoff valves

-  emergency kits for home, 
vehicles and office

2)  Prepare an emergency kit 
that includes:

-  supplies that will keep you 
warm, dry and fed for at least 
72 hours

-  a first aid kit, including 
medications

-  copies of essential family 
documents: birth certificates, 
passports, Care Cards, etc

- a list of emergency contacts
-  crank-operated flashlights 

and radio

3) Keep your kit accessible
-  make sure all family members 

know where it is and what it 
contains

-  divide your kit between two or 
more backpacks to increase 
portability and reduce weight

-  store in an easy-to-reach place

When disaster strikes
•  Remain calm and patient. Put 

your plan into action.

•  Check for injuries, give first 
aid and seek help for serious-
ly injured people

•  Listen to your portable radio 
for instructions from emer-
gency officials.

•  Prepare for further impacts 
such as after-shocks and 
other hazards

• Check for damage:
-  Do not light matches or 

turn on electrical switches 
– use flashlights

-  If you smell gas or suspect a 
gas leak, turn off main gas 
valve, open windows, and 
quickly get everyone 
outside

-  Shut off any other damaged 
utilities and check for 
structural damage

-  Check for spilled medicines, 
bleaches, gasoline or other 
flammable liquids

 container or backpack   prescription medications and 
specialty items (eg pet food)

 cash (small denominations)

 flashlight & spare batteries   copies of personal papers  
(will, insurance, etc)

 personal toiletries

 battery or wind-up radio

 garbage bags

 sleeping bag or blankets

 first aid kit

 spare car & house keys

 sanitizer and toilet paper

  a copy of your emergency plan 
and contact list!

  4 litres of water per person  
per day (include small bottles in 
case you have to evacuate)

 eating utensils

  emergency candles & lighter/
matches

  non-perishable food (include a 
can opener!)  duct tape and tarpaulin

 spare clothes & rain coat

MAKE AN EMERGENCY PLAN BEFORE DISASTER STRIKES 

Emergency information: 
Metro Vancouver specific information bulletins:  
https://twitter.com/metrovanemerg 

Provincial Emergency bulletins:  
https://twitter.com/EmergencyInfoBC

UBC Campus area emergency bulletins:  
http://www.ubc.ca/emergency/

The Province of BC  
estimates that a  
significant earthquake 
could result in:
– 10,000 deaths
– 50,000 serious injuries
– 500,000 homeless
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Parking problems at Wesbrook Community Centre
The new Wesbrook Community Centre 
is now open and all reports are that it is 
very attractive and working well. Howev-
er, there is a problem. The project was 
initially planned to have underground 
parking, but this was deleted during the 
design and development process. The 
reason given was cost.

UBC Properties Trust, which has authority 
for all development and construction on the 
UBC campus, including the non-academic 
housing and commercial areas, also has an 
interest in limiting the amount of parking. 
This is an understandable piece of social 
engineering, given the University’s sustain-
ability goals. Failing to respond adequately 
to the natural demand for convenient 
parking for a community centre might 
make budgetary sense, but is it the right 
thing to do?

There is parking quite close to the new 
community centre, including a small 
number of on-street spaces and the 
parking lot under the Save-on-Foods 
supermarket, as well as the tiny surface 

lot that serves all the merchants in the 
area. The problem is that the parking is 
very limited or inconvenient.

Limited or inconvenient parking hinders 
or prevents vulnerable people from 
accessing any community centre: the 
elderly or mobility-limited and mothers 
driving a car full of kids, for example. It 
also discourages or prevents those living at 
some distance: how many people who live 
in UBC’s Chancellor Place will be willing 
and able to walk or bike the considerable 
distance to the Westbrook Community 
Centre? Persons with mobility problems 
have a few spots behind the liquor store, 
but to get to the Community Centre 
involves a longish and difficult trek. There 
are also issues getting out of the Save-on-
Foods underground lot, which at this point 
has adequate capacity. Many people end up 
walking up the vehicle ramp since this is 
the most convenient route, but it is far 
from safe.

What parking will the U Hill  
Community Centre in Block F have?

This story has direct relevance to the 
planned University Hill Community 
Centre on Block F. The developer and the 
UEL administration office have not been 
supportive of underground parking and 

by Malcolm Tait  

As a community-based crime prevention 
program founded in the early 1970s, 
Block Watch fosters closer bonds 
between neighbours in an effort to 
improve awareness of suspicious 
activities within a community and 
facilitate sharing such information  
with other neighbours and police. 

Under the leadership of a Block Captain 
and supported by a map of names, 
addresses and contact numbers, resi-
dents – whether in single-family homes, 
townhouses or apartments - maintain 
lines of communication for reporting 
worrisome activity. 

In many ways, the UEL was ahead of the 
game. In 1978, our local RCMP Detach-
ment introduced and promoted Neigh-
bourhood Watch, a program based on 
Block Watch. In February, 2000, the 
RCMP brought Block Watch to the 
UEL. A year later, the UEL ratepayer’s 
newsletter, The Endowment (precursor 

to U Hill Connections), announced a 
“Block Watch Breakthrough” with the 
organization of neighbourhood groups 
in parts of Area A, mostly along West-
ern Parkway, and almost all of Area C 
(Little Australia).

Amazingly, some of these networks still 
exist today, most notably in Little 
Australia. 

But perhaps the real value of Block 
Watch within the UEL rests on its 
potential to help in emegencies. From 
windstorms causing extended power 
failures to earthquakes causing major 
damage and personal injury, BC’s Lower 
Mainland faces a number of natural 
disasters. Under such conditions, 
knowing and sharing our skills, tools, 
and equipment could well make the 
difference between life and death.

The small community of Hunts Point, 
Washington, designed a simple chart to 
help inform residents’ actions in emer-
gencies. The first section of the “Neigh-

bourhood Skills and Equipment Invento-
ry” is a checklist highlighting particular 
residents’ skills and abilities; the second 
portion summarizes which person owns 
particular pieces of equipment. Together, 
the list reinforces a 
sense of independent 
self-sufficiency that 
will play a key role 
under emergency 
conditions.

To help compile a Skills 
Inventory among your 
own neighbours, 
consider who might possess the 
following abilities:
•  Coordinating/organizing skills
•  Medical & first aid skills
• Crisis counselling
•  Care of special groups: the elderly, 

children, pets
• Fire-fighting skills
•  Building/construction skills including 

plumbing, electrical and carpentry

In terms of locating essential pieces of 
equipment, identify who owns:
• Generators and fuel
• Heavy duty extension cords
• Chain saws and fuel

• Fire extinguishers
• Camp stoves and fuel
• Ladders, crowbars 

Let’s face it: most of us are 
reluctant to think of what 
might actually happen in 
the event of a major 
natural disaster. It’s 

frightening to consider being without 
water, electricity, gas… and possibly even 
shelter for days, perhaps weeks, on end. 

Organize that emergency kit. Talk to your 
neighbours. Don’t wait until it’s too late.

Editor’s note: From New Zealand, 
Malcolm writes: “Jolted out of bed at 
3am the first night with a 4.3 quake. 
Another reminder why the UEL needs 
an  emergency plan.”

Block Watch: more than just crime prevention

It’s income tax season, and the taxman isn’t the only 
one who wants your money. 

The Better Business Bureau (BBB) and the Vancouver 
Police Department are warning consumers to beware 
of scams related to tax collection.

The BBB has warned consumers 
to watch out for aggressive 
telemarketers pretending to 
represent the Canada Revenue 
Agency (CRA). Among their 
tactics are attempts to scare 
taxpayers into paying a fictitious 
tax return debt. Victims were 
told to make immediate pay-
ment by credit card or face court 
charges, jail or deportation.

The BBB advises that the CRA 
will never request payment for 
taxes by prepaid credit card, nor 
will they ask for private information not previously 
included on your tax return such as your passport, 
health card or driver’s license numbers. Nor will CRA 
leave personal information in a message or ask you to 
leave a message containing personal information. 

According to the CRA, it will not do the following:
  send an email with a link and ask you to divulge 
personal or financial information;
  ask for personal information of any kind by email or 
text message;

  request payment by prepaid credit cards;
  give taxpayer information to another person;
  leave personal information on an answering 
machine. 

If you receive a suspicious call, hang up. If 
you have concerns about your taxes contact 
CRA directly.

The BBB is also warning consumers to watch 
out for other scams this year. These include The 
Unclaimed Prize Scam in which automated 
phone recordings seemingly from legitimate 
airlines, hotels or vacation booking agents, lure 
consumers into believing they are eligible to 
win a prize. Another common deception is the 

Computer Virus Telemarketing Scam in which fraudsters 
pretend to represent Microsoft or Apple, informing 
individuals that their computer has been infected with 
a virus. To “fix” the problem, victims are directed to a 
website, asked to provide credit card information, and 
told to download an anti-virus program. A third 

common fraud tactic is the Imposter Phishing Scam in 
which scam artists send out legitimate-looking, but 
fake links designed to install “malware” on your 
computer to steal your private information, should you 
click the accompanying links.

If in doubt, there are numerous resources you can turn 
to for information. These include the CRA, the BBB, 
and the Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre, among others.

Are you being scammed? Resources
CRA: http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/menu-eng.html

BBB: http://www.bbb.org/mbc/

Canadian Anti Fraud Centre:  
http://www.antifraudcentre-centreantifraude.ca/index-eng.htm

Glossary (for the less techy)
Phishing: the act of sending an email to a user falsely claiming 
to be an established legitimate enterprise in an attempt to scam 
the user into surrendering private information that will be used 
for identity theft.

Malware: Short for “malicious software,” malware refers to 
software programs designed to damage or do other unwanted 
actions on a computer system. Common examples of malware 
include viruses, worms, trojan horses, and spyware. Viruses, 
for example, can cause havoc on a computer’s hard drive by 
deleting files or directory information. Spyware can gather 
data from a user’s system without the user knowing it. This can 
include anything from the Web pages a user visits to personal 
information, such as credit card numbers.

CRA will never 
request payment for 

taxes by prepaid 
credit card, nor will 
they ask for private 

information not 
previously included 

on your tax return 
such as your passport, 
health card or driver’s 

license numbers.

this is not encouraging. We will need to 
wait for the formal and final proposal to 
be made public to find out whether these 
two parties have listened to the commu-
nity or not.
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In our fifth  
publication year 
of Connections: 
Let’s hear  
your voice
Connections was launched in November 
2012 to support efforts to build the UEL’s 
sense of community. If attendance at the 
community meetings held in the 
University Village is any indication, these 
efforts are meeting with some success. The 
meetings increasingly reflect the diversity 
of this community and a growing sense of 
shared interest in issues relevant to the 
UEL areas. Connections is a channel 
through which news and opinion on 
those issues, including transit, community 
identity, taxes and development, among 
others, can be shared. Letters received 
in response to each publication suggest 
an active interest. All readers are 
encouraged to share their thoughts.  
It’s your community, after all.  
Thank you for reading. 

This year we are trying a new format
and approach to Connections and we
hope you find it interesting. Please
let us know if you like this approach
and if you have any content ideas for
the next newsletter.

This newsletter is sponsored by your
elected Community Advisory Council
(CAC) members, and prepared by the
Communications Working Group.
The newsletter is independent of the
Province of BC’s local administrative
office that runs the University Endow-
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Welcome to 
Your Community 
Newsletter!

attend. All those on the community
email list are also notified and we urge
all UEL residents to register their email
address as it is the best way for us to
communicate to you on a regular basis
(http://www.uelcommunity.com/
joinmailinglist.htm)

CAC Members
Ron Pears, President: Area A
(ronald.pears@gmail.com)

John O’Donnell, Vice President:
Area C (johnod@shaw.ca)
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Building a Better
Community

Workshop Report
May 2012

UNIVERSITY HILL COMMUNITY
UNIVERSITY ENDOWMENT LANDS

The owners of the 22 acre of land known as 
Block F have applied for the rezoning of the 
land to increase building height and density in 
return for a number of community benefits. 
This has been the subject of a number of 
community meetings and articles in our 
newspaper. This rezoning is still pending.

July 8, 2012: community block party in Area C

May 5th, 2012: a group of 13 UEL 
residents gathered to consider how to 
improve our community.

In several Town Hall Meetings a show of hands vote was called to test the interest of UEL 
residents in proceeding with the necessary studies to become a fully-fledged independent 
municipality. The votes were nearly unanimous in approval. We are awaiting the province’s 
response to a formal request for an incorporation study.

One of many meetings held in UEL’s meeting space, suite 300. The first townhall meeting in the community space was on December 4, 
2012, but full occupancy was a few months later on April Fools’ day 2013.

We are all paying to maintain the unused 
heritage UEL firehall and it makes sense to 
renovate it for community functions. Two 
studies commissioned by your Council 
proved that the building is sound and if 
properly renovated would make a fine 
addition to the community, but our unique 
governance situation makes it very hard, or 
impossible, to get on with the work.
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by Joyce  Murray,  MP

Jericho Lands is perhaps the 
most significant urban devel-
opment site in Canada. As you 
drive west on 4th toward 
UBC, these lands stretch from 
Highbury to Discovery Street, 
with Jericho Park on your 
right hand side. Done correct-
ly, it could be a significant 
contributor to Vancouver’s 
status as a world-class city and 
to the strategic objectives of our City, 
region, citizens, and the site owners.

In 2014 the Department of National 
Defence sold the 22-hectare federal (east) 
parcel: half to three local First Nations, 
Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-Wauthuth, 
and the other half to Canada Lands 
Company (CLC), the federal government’s 
development agency. Recently the three 
First Nations signed a letter of intent to 
buy the 15-hectare provincial (west) 
parcel outright. Indigenous community 

by UHill PAC, Traffic Committee

At the poorly-designed intersection beside U Hill Elementary 
school, children must brave four lanes of traffic at Hamber Road, 
which leads directly to the school. This is a dangerously busy 
intersection before and after school hours. 

David Eby, our local MLA, was key in pressuring the Ministry to 
launch a safety review of this intersection. In turn, our PAC called 
for a stakeholder meeting including a range of interested parties. 
Our intent: to consult users and to promote further changes to 
Chancellor Blvd.

We have enthusiastic support from everyone except UBC and 
UEL Admin, and slower communication with MOTI.

shared ownership is an exciting 
aspect of this project as their 
strategic objectives include not 
just the revenue stream, but 
opportunities for their Band 
members to become involved 
in the development process, 
acquiring skills, education, 
employment and leadership 
opportunities in doing so.

Currently the Jericho Lands 
provide a range of important 

values to members of the local and broader 
Vancouver community – a school, com-
munity centre, gym, park and playing fields 
to the west. To the east, military family 
housing, a Resource Centre, pre-school, 
forest and ample lawns share space with 
facilities for 39 Canadian Brigade Group 
members employed at Headquarters.

People tell me they want the two parcels to 
be developed as one coherent neighbour-
hood, integrating with our coherent 
existing neighbourhood, not handled in 

All safety upgrades are welcome. However, our PAC also 
believes that MOTI’s decision to maintain Chancellor Blvd as a 
divided highway through Pacific Spirit Park will limit other 
positive changes.

As a two-lane road at Blanca and Acadia, Chancellor Blvd has no 
continuous pedestrian/cycling connections to West 4th. Traffic 
along Chancellor has consistently declined and is lower than that 
on the two-lane University Blvd.

We believe that narrowing Chancellor to two lanes, upgrading 
existing pedestrian/cyclist infrastructure, and creating new 
cycling/walking paths, would solve many long-standing problems. 

The results: reduced speeding, safer walking and cycling, and 
reduced road maintenance costs.

a piecemeal fashion, and they want the site 
to include a broad set of community values. 
A positive ecological impact on Jericho 
Park and the ocean foreshore is important, 
which means the site’s hydrology must be 
understood and respected.

Some past developments of former federal 
lands have been divisive for the surround-
ing community (Little Mountain housing 
site for example), while others have been 
a huge success and important legacy for 
the whole region (Granville Island comes 
to mind).

That’s why I began writing about the Jericho 
Lands several years ago, and convened 
meetings large and small – with the 
neighbourhood, the City, the owners, and 
with a range of experts and community 
representatives – to explore how we can 
help. Early involvement of citizens and a 
transparent, collaborative consultation 
process are crucial to having a positive 
outcome. Jericho Lands is a very complex 
and significant project, and only by 
working together can this unique and 
important site be transformed into some-
thing our region’s citizens will be proud 
of, for generations to come.

Jericho Lands a once in a life time opportunity

Keeping our kids safe

A vegetable garden will be a source of 
organic produce and a source of pride. 
Now’s the time to get your hands dirty 
and plant a few vegetables that you will 
be enjoying in no time. 

If you don’t have a vegetable garden, 
pick a sunny spot with good drainage. 
Vegetables like full sun, which is roughly 
eight hours a day. Leafy vegetables, such 
as lettuce, prefer cooler tempatures and 
are ideally planted in early spring. You 
can also grow many vegetables in pots if 
you are limited to a balcony garden.  

Spring is tricky on the Pacific Northwest. 
Blossoms can start making a show by 
mid- February. And, March, being on 
the cusp can be wintery or spring-like. 

If you are not sure what to plant, pick 
three vegetables that you like. A garden 
takes some time to establish. Light, soil 
and moisture qualities will all contribute 
to what grows best. You will find certain 
vegetables work best in your garden 
through some trial and error. Three 

fairly easy vegetables to grow are peas, 
beans and kale. They each need minimal 
care and attention. Keep in mind, all 
gardens require tending and more care 
and attention usually results in better 
quality and yields.

March, April, and May are key months 
for planting. Some vegetables, like peas 
can be planted as early as February. You 
can also plant them later but they just may 
not like the heat and might produce less. 
Tomatoes on the other hand, need to be 
in soil that is warm at night, usually after 
the May long weekend. That goes for 
seeds or seedlings. A good test for soil 
temperature is to place and keep your 
hand in the soil. Even when tempertures 
are warm in the day in March your 
hand will become quite chilled.

A great reference guide that is published 
annually is the West Coast Seeds 
catalogue. The guide is full of helpful 
tips, tricks and timing to help the novice 
to a seasoned gardener year round.  

What you can plant in 
March:
Arugula
Asparagus
Broccoli (start indoors)
Cabbage
Carrots
Cauliflower (start in-
doors)
Celery (start indoors)
Corn Salad
Eggplant
Endive/Radicchio
Garlic
Kale & Collards
Lettuce (start indoors)
Parsnips (late)
Peas (early or later)

April: 
Beets
Broccoli
Cabbage
Cauliflower (transplant)
Kohlrabi
Lettuce
Melons (start indoors)
Onions
Peppers (late)
Quinoa
Swiss Chard

May:
Artichoke (transplant)
Soya beans
Beans, bush & pole
Brussels sprouts (start 
indoors)
Cucumbers (start in-
doors)
Okra
Parsley
Squash (start indoors)
Tomatoes (transplant mid 
to late May)

What to plant for a spring vegetable garden

Tomatoes
If starting from seed, sew indoors and plant seedling mid to 
late May when your soil is warm. Tomatoes are big feeders 
and like regular feedings. Feed them once a week or so with  
a good organic fertilizer. They also require regular watering 
without over saturating the soil. Water them in the morning 
and avoid getting their leaves wet. Tomatoes are easily grown 
in containers.  
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Our project begins
by Sal ly
On January 22nd 2016, our school was lucky enough 
to receive 55 salmon eggs! The salmon eggs like it cold 
and dark so because of this we have covered the tank 
in foil to keep out the light, and we have a chiller to 
keep the water at a temperature of 5 °c.

In the wild, salmon make a redd to hide 
their eggs. A redd is a nest made of rocks 
and gravel that salmon make using their 
tails. Did you know that out of the 2000 
eggs a salmon lays only 1 out of 10 
survive? You might be asking “Why?” The reason  
eggs don’t survive is mostly because of predators  
such as raccoons. Another reason could be because  

We’re raising salmon!
In this issue, U Hill Connections welcomes four more 
cub reporters from Ms. Ludski’s Grade 4/5 class at 
University Hill elementary school. We hope you 
enjoy their stories as much as we do!

of pollutants in the water, or the egg was just not 
strong enough.

In the fall we took a field trip to Musqueam creek 
which is right next to a dog park. As we were walking, 
we saw a bunch of dogs running around. Our guide 
told us the dogs were a threat to the salmon in the 
creek because dogs sometimes run in the creek and 

destroy salmon habitat. The eggs could 
get covered with too much debris and 
their flow of oxygen could get blocked.

These past few weeks have really been fun 
taking care of the eggs. I can’t wait until 

the eggs hatch and the alevin come out. Our teacher 
says that our class are the parents of the eggs because 
we take care of them.

Cub Reporters Sally, Shannon, Ryan and Kevin in front 
of the salmon tank.

The eggs are about to hatch!
by Shannon
I am excited because the salmon eggs will hatch any day 
and the salmon embryos will become alevin. Before 
the eggs hatch, the embryos inside wiggle 
and wiggle, and the wiggling makes the 
egg wall break. The alevin then pushes its 
whole body out. When alevin hatch, we 
don’t need to feed them because they have 
yolk sacks that provide all the nutrition 
and food they need.

When the alevin hatch they will move towards their 
redd to hide. It will be hard because alevin can’t swim. 
They move by using their tails to push themselves 
short distances. We put some foil around the tank 

because alevin like darkness. We can see 
them by looking through a small window 
cut out in the foil. Alevin need cold 
running water to get oxygen and clean 
gravel with spaces where they can hide.

I hope when people learn about this they 
will try and keep dangers like dogs, and 

garbage from the salmon streams. This makes me feel 
happy, proud and glad to be writing this story to 
protect salmon.

Helping the eggs survive
by Kev in
Did you know that you could calculate approximately 
when salmon eggs will hatch and become alevin or fry? 
We use a measurement called Accumulated Thermal 
Units (ATU). The number of ATUs increases each day 
depending on the water temperature. On the first day, 
salmon eggs start at zero ATUs. When the eggs reach 
475 - 525 ATUs, they will hatch into alevin. After the 
salmon eggs become alevin, the next stage is to become 
fry. Alevin become fry when they have 900 to 1000 
ATUs. I really like measuring the ATUs because it’s 
exciting and easy to do. I learned a lot about salmon 
ATUs from this project.

The other things you 
have to do to take 
care of salmon eggs 
are measuring the 
water tempera-
ture, pH level 
and ammonia. 

Time to say goodbye:  
releasing the salmon
by Ryan
When the alevin become fry we will release them in a 
creek at Spanish Banks. One reason that we release at 
the fry stage is because fry will memorize their birth 
creek so that when they are spawners they can come 
home to the same creek to lay their own eggs. The fry 
will spend one year in the creek before growing into 
smolt, the 4th stage of their lives, and travelling to the 
estuary (where the river meets the sea).

Fry develop marks called parr marks. The parr marks 
are used to camouflage fry from predators like 
eagles, herons, bigger fish, bears, and raccoons. 
Fry are very agile and they will evade quickly 
to avoid or dodge predators. Another reason 
why we have to release at the fry stage is 
because fry eat a lot of insects, and will need to 
know how to hunt for themselves in the creek.

When we release the salmon I’ll feel happy, 
and I’ll feel good that I’m helping the salmon 
population.

Editor’s note: the students report that 52 of 55 
salmon eggs have hatched! Well done all!

Ammonia is a toxin, so we should have zero ammonia. 
Ammonia spreads very easily so if one egg gets it, in a 
very short time the whole tank will be affected. The pH 
level and temperature has to be very accurate and the 
correct pH level is 7.5. Our school received money 
donated from the Pacific Salmon Foundation to buy a 
chiller to keep the water temperature at 5 degrees celsius.

I think we should all learn these things, and protect  
the salmon!

…dogs sometimes 
run in the creek  

and destroy  
salmon habitat. 

…the embryos 
inside wiggle and 

wiggle, and the 
wiggling makes 

the egg wall break.



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Rising hedge heights
I would like to express my concern about rising hedge heights. Recently the UEL 
approved a hedge height over 15 feet for a new home development on the high side of 
a steeply sloping lot. To help protect neighbours’ privacy, higher side hedges were 
prescribed to hide the first floor of the new home.

Most of the homes along Kingston and Newton Wynd to Acadia Rd have kept their front 
and back hedges trimmed to six to 12 feet in the past in order to maintain neighbour-
hood views. The growth of side hedges has largely been ignored, resulting in the tall 
trees that have created view corridors in Area B. I worry that this new Development 
Permit will result in the neighbourhood adopting a “Hedge on Steroids” growth policy 
to preserve privacy at the expense of neighbourhood ocean and mountain views.

This development permit further weakens the already lax enforcement of our land-
scaping guidelines and bylaws. More clarity over allowable hedge and tree heights is 
needed to avoid neighbourhood disputes and ill-will in the future.

– Jaymie Ho

Minister Fassbender allows camping in the UEL
to expect that the UEL post signage to 
deter these vehicles from taking up 
residency. That would be considered 
being a good neighbour.

Although I had not anticipated that it 
would require over the course of 6 
months in excess of 30 emails to the 
Premier’s Office, two cabinet Ministers, 
my MLA, the UEL administration, the 
representative for Metro Vancouver, the 
City of Vancouver and the President of 
the UEL Community Advisory Council 
to try and resolve this issue, I do firmly 
believe that the incompetence of the 
UEL regarding such a seemingly simple 
problem and the patronizing response 
from the Minister should not be allowed 
to go unchecked. As such, there is a 
Freedom of Information request 
pending regarding this matter and the 
next step will be to go to the Office of 
the Ombudsperson.

If you live in the UEL and it matters to 
you that you are represented by those 
who execute their responsibilities 
effectively, then I would welcome your 
assistance in imploring the Minister 
(peter.fassbender.mla@leg.bc.ca) and 
the UEL (jonn.braman@gov.bc.ca) to do 
their job. If you hope to see the UEL 
turned into a campground, then the 
status quo will remain. 

Sincerely,

– Catherine McCauley
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Your Editor is Listening! Please Write
Got a comment on something you see in this issue of Connections? 
Like it? Don’t like it? Got a gripe about something? Got a 
story idea you want to pass on? Got a news item or notice 
about an upcoming event you want to share?

We like to get mail. Write us at: uhillconnections@gmail.com

Update: UEL Bookgroup
by Hong Chen
Our UEL Book Group has been running full tilt 
since the beginning in September 2015. It has 
been a boost to this rainy season and speaking 
only for myself, I’ve learned a lot from the 
readings, research, and discussions. To date, 
the titles we’ve covered include: The Good 
Soldier, the Regeneration trilogy, Goodbye to 
All That, Bad Girl, and Sweetness in the Belly. 
Currently we’re reading John Vaillant’s The 
Golden Spruce. What a terrific book!

We meet every six weeks or so, and have a 
member base of about ten. The venue can be 
Suite 300 or sometimes, a participant’s home. 
A volunteer organizer gets a book group kit from 
the VPL and is responsible for returning the set. 
We have a no food policy and when we meet 
in Suite 300, a bring-your-own-beverage 
preference. 

Books are chosen in a haphazard but demo-
cratic process of voting. All are welcome!

Now is the time to prune your hedge!
If you prune now, before the new growth starts, 
the hedge will green up nicely in the spring. 

Shape and size
All hedges should be shaped, with a narrower 
top than bottom. This will allow light to get all 
the way down to the bottom branches and will 
also prevent a heavy load of wet snow from 
pulling the hedge over. If you can keep your 
hedge down to a modest height, say six or 
seven feet, you will find that more light gets 
into your yard and your pruning costs are 
lower. Really tall hedges are much harder to 
prune and you will pay accordingly.

Deciduous
Deciduous hedges such as box or Portugal 
laurel are easier to control than conifer 
hedges. Box is slow growing and best for low 
formal hedges, but species like Portugal laurel 
grow quickly and are easy to prune and 
control. Even hard pruning back to bare wood 
will usually green up the same year.

Conifers
Conifer hedges, such as one of the numerous 
species of cedar, are very common and offer 
some advantages in terms of quick growth and 
the ability to create a smooth and tight wall of 
greenery. However, they do require more 
consistent work in pruning and shaping or they 
will over time grow to be oversized. A hedge that 
is too tall will shade part of your garden and in 
our wet northern climate this can result in poor 
growing conditions on your property for anything 
other than moss or deep shade loving plants. 

A hedge that has been allowed to grow too wide 
will also take up a lot of your property and 
can intrude into the public area. If a hedge is 
allowed to grow too wide and crowds people 
walking on a public sidewalk you are being, 
frankly, a bad neighbour. Don’t let it happen!

Conifer hedges can be fine if you follow a few 
simple rules:

1. Plant the hedge far enough back from the 
property line. Leave at least three feet from the 
property line to the initial planting line. 

2. Begin pruning the hedge from the first year. 
Gentle initial pruning to shape the hedge as it 
fills in and grows taller will result in a fine tight 
hedge that is easier to control in the future

3. Once the hedge is beginning to reach the 
desired size, start vigorous annual pruning. Do 
NOT let the hedge grow a bit bigger each 
year. Most hedges get out of control slowly as 
a result of annual pruning that is too timid. This 
is something you need to tell your landscape 
people quite firmly.

An overgrown conifer hedge can be reduced in 
height, by up to 1/3 if necessary, but hard 
pruning on the sides is a different story that 
may leave unsightly brown areas. Unlike 
deciduous hedges, conifers do not reshoot from 
old wood. A certain amount of serious renovation 
to a conifer hedge can be done, but you need 
an expert to do it. The only easy solution is to 
avoid letting it become a problem. If you have 
a conifer hedge that’s out of control, you may 
have to rip it out and replant – which nobody 
likes to do. 

The Honourable Peter Fassbender, 
Minister of Community, Sport and 
Cultural Development, with responsi-
bility for the University Endowment 
Lands, has elected to allow camping in 
the UEL. The UEL has a by-law that 
prevents motorhomes from parking 
overnight on the west side of Blanca 
Street. The UEL does not enforce the 
by-law. As a result, motorhomes 
regularly park for weeks without 
consequence. Garbage is left on the 
street, the park is used as a washroom 
and vehicles are pumped out directly 
into the sewers. In addition, it is 
impossible to see around these vehicles 
to check for oncoming traffic without 
stepping into the street.

On September 1, 2015 I wrote to both 
the Minister and the UEL Administra-
tion to advise that there were 6 motor-
homes parked along the west side of 
Blanca Street between West 12th and 
West 16th Avenues. One vehicle has 
now been parked on Blanca Street for 6 
months. One can only assume that the 
Minister has made a decision to allow 
camping in the UEL since they will not 
enforce the by-law that prevents it. It is 
not necessary for the UEL to monitor 
the situation 24/7, however, it is reason-
able to expect that weekly or bi-weekly 
monitoring by the UEL administration 
to facilitate enforcing the by-law would 
not be burdensome. It is also reasonable 


